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DEVELOPING AN ENTREPRENEURIAL MINDSET IN YOUTH AND
SENIOR CITIZENS: A STEP TOWARDS VIKSIT BHARAT @2047

Celebrating Independence by Empowering Every Citizen to Become a Nation Builder

As India marks its 79t Independence Day, we celebrate not just the freedom earned
in 1947 but also the responsibility that comes with it - the responsibility to shape a self-
reliant, globally respected, and prosperous nation. The vision of Viksit Bharat@2047
- to transform India into a fully developed and competitive economy by the centenary
of its independence - calls for a collective effort where every citizen plays a role in

nation-building.

One powerful way to achieve this is by fostering an entrepreneurial mindset across
all generations - from the youth brimming with energy to senior citizens rich in

experience.

Why Entrepreneurship is the Next Step of Freedom
In 1947, our fight was for political freedom. In 2024 and beyond, our challenge is
economic freedom - the ability of citizens to create wealth, generate employment, and

reduce dependence on external forces:

1. Boosting Economic Growth
Entrepreneurship drives innovation, creates jobs, and fuels local economies.
Youth and senior citizens contributing to business growth directly strengthen
India’s GDP.

2. Reducing Dependency on Government Jobs
Opportunities in the public sector are limited. Entrepreneurial skills enable
individuals to chart their own path, creating livelihoods for themselves and

others.

3. Tapping the Wisdom of Senior Citizens
With their life experience, discipline, and often financial stability, senior
citizens are well-positioned to run structured businesses, especially through

franchising, turning retirement into a phase of active contribution.
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4. Harnessing Youth Energy
Digital fluency, fresh ideas, and enthusiasm make the youth natural
innovators. Supporting them in building ventures turns them into job creators

rather than job seekers.

5. Promoting Inclusive Growth
When people of all ages participate in entrepreneurship, economic progress

becomes equitable, aligning with the spirit of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas.

Franchise Business Opportunities: The Gateway to Low-Risk
Entrepreneurship

Franchises offer a tried-and-tested model with lower risk and higher support. For
young dreamers and retirees alike, they present a fast track to business success,
providing guidance, scalability, and steady income - all while contributing to job

creation and wealth generation.

ISFA - Building the Entrepreneurial Nation
The Indian Small Business & Franchise Association (ISFA) stands at the forefront of
this movement, serving as a bridge between aspiring entrepreneurs and credible
business opportunities by:

o Offering mentorship, training, and certifications

o Connecting entrepreneurs with trusted franchise brands

o Designing special business models for women, youth, and senior citizens

» Simplifying the process of starting and running a small business

With initiatives like entrepreneurial literacy programs in schools and communities,
micro-franchise opportunities in smaller towns, and access to finance and digital tools,
ISFA aligns its mission with Viksit Bharat @2047 - envisioning one entrepreneur in every
household.

Independence Day 2025: Freedom to Build, Freedom to Grow

Just as the tricolour inspires unity and pride, the entrepreneurial spirit can inspire
prosperity and self-reliance. Economic empowerment is the next chapter of our
freedom story - and every business started by a youth or senior citizen becomes a flag

planted on the soil of progress.
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By embracing entrepreneurship as a national mission, we are not just celebrating
Independence Day - we are ensuring that when India turns 100, it stands tall as a land

of innovators, job creators, and self-reliant citizens.

This Independence Day, let’s pledge to turn our freedom into fuel for growth - for

ourselves, for our communities, and for a Viksit Bharat@2047.
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